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and while England, France and Italy are enforcing the Treaty
of Berlin and protecting Turkey against Russian intrigues,
Germany can enjoy freedom from foreign complications and
safety at home and abroad."

If he was angry with Gorchakov, Bismarck made no secret
of his cordiality towards the Count de St. Vallier. Early in
1879 he was invited to Lauenburg, where he was received with so
much warmth that he returned to Berlin firmly convinced that
Bismarck's professions of desiring friendly relations with
France were absolutely sincere. Soon after his return he called
on Lord Odo Russell to give him his impressions of his visit.

To Lord Salisbury.    Most Confidential.    8 January

". . . I gathered from the Count de St. Vallier's very interesting
accounts that Prince Bismarck has at last and happily got over
his suspicions and alarms about French revenge, that the present
Republican Government inspires him with confidence, and that
he offers Mr. Waddington to join hands and act in concert and
harmony with him for the good of their respective countries. As
a proof of the sincerity of his sentiments, Prince Bismarck began,
says M. de St. Vallier, by offering his good offices in regard to
the Tunis difficulty, and promised the support of Germany
should France at any time be compelled to establish a protectorate
over Tunis. He went on to assure M. de St. Vallier that he looked
upon the good understanding now existing between France and
England as one of the best guarantees of peace in Europe, and as
such he attached great importance to it from a German point of
view. Germany, he said, wanted peace internally as well as
externally.

Socialism had covered Germany like a net, the meshes of which
could only be ripped open by special legislation, and he was now
happy to find that the Anti-Socialist laws of 31 October kst had
already torn the net-like organization of Socialism to pieces and
struck terror among the Socialists.

Talking of the commercial policy of Germany, M. de St.
Vallier says that Prince Bismarck assured him that it would be a
mistake to think him an absolute Protectionist.

No doubt he felt it to be his duty to protect those interests in
Germany which absolutely required protection to save them from
total decay, but he had no intention of adopting the principles
of protection as the sole basis of his commercial policy. A
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